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'EN tibi, nobiliffime Juvenis, novam Thomz Gray Elegeie-
pereppacsy Greecam.  Utinam profeéto ipfius Poématis miram iftam
epeheleey fapuiflet heec magis; fed hic in re me (et fortaffe non fine
aliis) fudaviflfe multim, fruftraque laborifle fateor. Hanc autem te-
compellandi occafionem potiffimim arripui, tum quod eximium
meum in te ftudium amoremque teftarer, tum quod Graecas literas.
obnixids tibi commendarem. Ex hoc enim fonte quicquid in Poéfi
dulce, quicquid in hiftori4 grave, quicquid in eloquentii facun-
dum ad nos ufque profluxiffe conftat. Hzc funt exemplaria, quee

cunétos vere doétrinz ftudiofos decet

¢¢ No&turn4 verfare manu, verfare diurni.”

Mihi igitir liceat currenti addere calcar; preefertim cum Academicos:
iftos jam ingrefus fis lucos, quibus (ipfo Loci Genio adhortante) non
aliusad humanioresliteras excolendas contingat felicior locus. Nilopus
eft hic recenfere aut genus aut proavos, longo licét- ordine, geftif-
que egregiis memorabiles; tibi enim fatius fuerit tuis, quam alio~
rum virtutibus, clarefcere. Ma&e igitir, Juvenis nobiliffime,.
preeftanti hic indole; perge, quo coepifti, pede; hee tibi erunt
laudes. Mihi vero optatiffimum eft (quid enim tibi majus meliuf~-
ve voveam?). Te in hoc atatis lubrico, nullis fortuna vel feculi
illecebris irretitum fore, fed in eodem virtutis curfu tantd conftan~
tid proceflurum, ut amicis omnibus decori fis femper et deliciis,.
Patrizque ornamento fimul et preefidio. Vale et munufculum hoc:
qualecunque benigno animo accipias oro.
Kal. Nov. Mmpccxciv.
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q.

THE Curfew tolls the knell of parting day;
"The lowing herd wind flowly o'er the lea;
dhe ploughman homeward pleds his weary way,
And leaves the world to darknefs and to me.

2.

Now fades the glimmering landicape on the fight,
And all the air a folemn fiillnefs holds ;

Save, where the beetle wheels his droning flight,
And drow{y tinklings lull the diftant folds ;

3.
Save, that from yonder ivy-mantled tow’r,
The moping owl does to the moon complain-
Of fuch as, wandering near her fecret bow’r,
Moleft her ancient folitary reign.
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4.
‘Beneath thofe rugged elms, that yew-tree’s thade,
Where heavesthe turf in many a mouldering heap,
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid,
The rude fore-fathers of the hamlet fleep.

5.

The bree;zy. call of incenfé-breathing morn,
The fwallow twittering from the ftrawbuilt thed,
The cock’s fhrilk clarion, or the echoing horn, -
No more fhall roufe them from their lowly bed.

6.

For them no more the blazing hearth thall burn,
Or bufy houfewife ply her evening care ;.
No children run to lifp their fire’s return,
Or climb his knees, the envied kifs to fhare.

7.
©Oft did the harveft to their fickle yield ;
Their furrow oft the ftubborn glebe has broke :
How jocu1.1d did they drive their team a-field ! |
How bow’d the woods beneath their fturdy ftroke!
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8.

Let not ambition mock their ufeful toil,
Their homely joys, and deftiny obfcure ;.

Nor grandeur hear, with a difdainful {mile,
The fhort and fimple annals of the poor.

9.
The boaft of heraldry, the pomp of pow’r;
And all that beauty, all that wealth, €’er gaves;
Await alike the inevitable hour :
The paths of glory lead but to the grave..

I0.

Nor you, ye proud, impute to thefe the fault,
If mem’ry o’er their tomb no trophies raife,
‘Where thro’ the long-drawn aifle and fretted vault,
The pealing anthem {wells the note of praife.

II.

Can ftoried urn, or animated buft,
Back to its manfion call the fleeting breath ?
Can honor’s voice provoke the filent dutft,

Or flattery footh the dull cold ear of death?
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12.
Perhaps, in this neglected fpot, is laid
Some heart once pregnant with celeftial fire
Hands, that the rod of empire might have fway’d,.
Or wak’d to ecftacy the living lyre.

13.
But knowledge to their eyes her ample page,
“Rich with the fpoils of time, did ne’er unroll 5:
Chill penury reprefs’d their noble rage,
And froze the genial current of the foul..

14.
Full many a gem, of pureft ray ferene,
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear :-
Full many a flower is born to blufth unfeen,
And wafte its fweetnefs on the defert air..

I5.
Some village Hampden, that with dauntlefs breaft,
- The little tyrant of his fields withftood ;
Some mute inglorious Milton here may reft,
Some Cromwell, guiltlefs of his country’s blood.



Réirou dxidecss mig divg varxe 108° o qupm
Ql yi € o Bioty Peiv wupds §go€wa’i

QF xéipeg ounmlooy vouiy oiai e Tlpaviovy.
"H. pioay mvéy ndvperde mibdgog.

1%
Haideior & évdpoios Xpive wiounfey dpasois
Bibatoy oplarpois 8démor’ dumétacey”
Tade pév® wevia worlapads dnéabeacy aivy
Kal yovipny xpadimg Y@ énnke gonva

0

Hoandus 07 sinboile dialyei pdgyaog roopus
Reunleras Greavs Bévleaiv ovdouvyorg”
YAvdeo woAN aidn TE Pler, ¥ ndéiay G0wdny-
Ma &7 éenpaing aibép@- dudiyées.-
i£..
Kopirng “Apdiy 7i¢ o?ynvogt'pfpz wemoilug,
"0g wor’ dgubpicwy Tpxed dracbariny®
Miatdv@” 15 Hyawd®”s dviywu® o xey €000ty
Tlizeng i Kpopond xeigg dove aabargog.-



¢ 1)

16.

The applaufe of liftening fenates to command,
The threats of pain and ruin to defpife,

To fcatter plenty o’er a fmiling land,
And read their hiftory in a nation’s eyes,

147,

Their lot forbade ; nor circumfcribed alone
Their growing virtues, but their crimes confined ;

Forbade to wade through flaughter to a throne,
And fhut the gates of mercy on mankind ;

18.

The firuggling pangs of confcious truth to hide,
To quench the blufhes of ingenuous fhame,

Or heap the fhrine of luxury and pride |
With incenfe kindled at the Mufe’s flame.

19.
Far from the maddiﬁg crowd’s ignoble firife,
Their {fober withes never learned to firay :
Along the cool fequeftered vale of life,
They kept the noifelefs tenor of their way.
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20,

" Yet even thefe bones from infult to prote&,
Some frail memorial ftill ere&ed nigh,

‘With uncouth rhymes and fhapelefs {culpture deckt,
Implores the paffing tribute of a figh.

2 I’.

"Their name, their years, {pelt by the unletter’d Mufe
The place of fame and elegy fupply ; |
And many a holy text around the firews,
That teach the ruftic moralift to die.

22.

For who, to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey,
This pleéﬁng anxious being €’er refigned,
Left the warm precinéts of the cheerful day,
Nor caft one longing lingering look behind ?

23.

‘On fome fond breaft the parting foul relies ;
‘Some pious drops the clofing eye requires

Even from the tomb the voice of nature cries ;
Even in our afhes live their wonted fires.
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2.4.
For thee, who, mindfal of the unhonored dead,
Doft in thefe lines their artlefs tale relate;

If chance, by lonely 'contemplation led,
Some kindred fpirit fhall inquire thy fate;

25
Haply fome hoary__-headéd fwain may fay :
¢« Oft have we feen him, at the peep of dawn,
“ Bruthing with hafty fteps the dews away,
- “To meet the fun upon the ui)land lawn.

26.

“ There, at the foot of yonder nodding beech,
“ That wreathes its old fantaftic roots fo high,
« His liftlefs length at noontide would he ftretch,

“ And pore upon the brook that babbles by.

2.

« Hard by yon wood, now {miling, as in fcorn,

*¢ Muttering his wayward fancies, he would rove,
« Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn,

¢ Or crazed with care or crofled in hopelefs love.
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28.
¢ One morn, I miffed him on the cuftomed hill,
*“ Along the heath, and near his favourite tree :
“ Another came; nor yet befide the rill,

“ Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood, was he.

29.
¢« The next, with dirges due, in fad array,

« Slow through the church-way path we faw him borne.
“ Approach and read (for thou canft read) the lay,

¢ Graved on the ftone, beneath yon aged thorn.”
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THE EPITAPH

30. |
Here refts his head, upon the lap of earth,
A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown :
Fair Science frowned not on his humble birth;
And Melancholy marked him for her own.

31.
Large was his bounfy, and his foul fincere ;
Heaven did a recompence as largely fend :
He gave to'Mif_ery» all he had, a tear,
He gained from Heaven (‘twas all he withed) a friend.

32.
No further feek his merits to difclofe,
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode,
(There they alike in trembling hope repofe)
The bofom of his Faruer and his Gop.
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