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L ECTORI S.

P AUCIS, amice Leétor, te preemoneri velim, me ne-
que in exercitationibus hifce verfari labores improbantem alie-
nos, neque inept¢ inferentem meos. Liceat enim fperare,
liberalibus praefertim in ftudiis, ut certari fimul poffit & amicé
& fuaviter.

Si quis forfan exiftimet, me ad heec opera paulo ferivs de-
latum, ex eorum qui anteceflerint ftudiis, melioribus aufpiciis
accedere, eandemque mihi aliorum veftigiis infiftenti facilius
patere viam, hic ipfa ratione & laborari interdum meminerit.
Quzedam fint, de quibus bene dici nifi femel vix poffit: ve-
rendum eft igitur, ne cautius evitando qua prius dicta fuerint,
ut alieno labore non fim difertus, ea minus accuraté expri-
~ mantur; optimifque occupatis, quicquid aliter dixerim, dete-
rius futurum fit.
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" Quod ad eorum fententiam attinet, qui Mufas noftras Graee
loquentes ’n’eu‘tiqﬁam' patiantur, & Cdgnatignem ullam adeo
non intercedere contendant, ut rem non omnino tractandam
efle cenfeant, paucis deprecari liceat. Eft cujufque fcilicet
Lingue fuum dicendi genus & copia & virtus; quimque ar-
duum fit fua cuique convenientia reddere nemo non fateatur.
Queedam etiam fortafle fint, quee, ut loci magis propria &
amorum patrio quafi folo inherefcere videntur, vix quidem
neque fummo fine periculo alio transferri poffint. In plerifque
verd, & que in medjo & in naturi pofita funt, & que, ut
cognationis jura facile patiuntur, communi quodam vinculo
tenentur, non aded diverfo ceelo aut moribus utlmur, ut de
iis propri¢ d1cere in quavis lingud fit difficile. Et fi in ver-
tendo parum profecifife videmur, non eft, quod Lingua nobis
deficit, fed quod ipfi deficimus; & quid cujufque proprium
fit, quid varie loquendi formae vicefque» poftulent, plan¢ ne-
fcimus. |
- Videant autem ii, ne in converfione plus quam rei natura &
mﬁO“.patitﬁr, inique fibi polliceantur. Non in mores alienos

& ornatus cuivis ita tranfire fas fit, ut non de patrio extet ali-
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‘quid, & emineat; non alterius ita ferre perfonam, ut non
prodat fuam. Detur igitur, neque enim diffimulandum eft,
perfectiflimee hujus Elegie veros colores non ab ullius vel ac-
curatiffimee interpretationis fide ad vivam exprimi pofle, quan-
‘quam in e4 multi non fine laude verfati fint: ita tamen eos
forfitan adumbrare liceat, ut aliquatenus originem nec inho-
nefté referant; & finon pura ejus & tota effigies, extrema fal-
tem lineamenta claré perfpiciantur. Ne igitﬁr muneri fuo &
officio parum fatisfeciffe exiftimetur, qui pro ingenio linguee
& naturi apté & diligenter retulerit, quantum referri pofit;
& fi non fe ver¢ Athenienfem, neque enim profitetur, often-
derit, Interpreti faltem condonetur, qudd non omnino hofpes.
& Athenis infolens efle videatur.

Quod reliquum eft, utcunque conatus noftri ceciderint, In~
terpretationem hanc, fidam fatis ut {pero, minime¢ licet prd
Carminum venuftate ornatam, velim squo animo accipias,
Neque graventur admodum aut zegre patiantur ii, QUibus te--
mer¢ manus injecifle, & quos peregrino. quodam ornatu im
publicum ultro protuliffe videar. Heec fcilicet eorum eft con~

ditio, quorum inter praftantiffimos cujuflibet artis magiftros:



#ravis eft au®oritas; & exemplum quod fequi velles: quorum-
que virtutibus immorari dulce aded & meminifle jucundum
eft, ut rudi opefﬁ utcunque adumbratas magis adhuc innotef-
eere velimus. Id tamen vereor, ne dum fludio meo & obfer-
"'*va'nt‘iw folummodo infervire cupiam, amici parum prudentis
partes egiffe, & caufam eorum, quos maxime¢ honeftare vel-
- Jem, officiofa fedulitate prodidiﬂ'e inveniar : neque enim, quod
harum elegantiarum ratio poftulet, me vel modicé aflecutum
fuiffe, aut quod ne noftris quidem placuerit, aliorum votis re-

{ponfurum efle facile {peraverim,
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GRAY'S ELEGY.

THE curfew tolls the knell of parting day;
The lowmg herd wind ﬂowly o'er the lea;
The plowman homeward plods his weary way,
| And leaves the world to darknefs and to me.

Now fades the glimmering landfcape on the fight,
And all the air a folemn flillnefs holds,

Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight,
And drowfy tinklings lull the diftant folds;

Save that, from yonder ivy-mantled tow’r,
" The moping owl does to the moon complain
Of fuch, as wand’ring near her fecret bow',

‘Moleft her ancient folitary reign.
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Beneath thofe rugged elms, that yew-tree’s fhade,
Where heaves the turf i m many a mould rmg heap,w
Each in hé&harrow cell for ever laid, )
The rude Forefathers of the hamlet ﬂeep.

The breezy call of incenfe-breathing morn,
The fwallow twitt’ ¥ing fmm the firaw-built fhed,
The cock’s fhrill clarion, or fhe echdmg hom, -

No more fhall roufe them from their lowly bed.

For them no more the blazing hearth thall burn,
Or bufy houfewife ply her evening care:

No children run to lip their fire’s return,

Or climb his knees the envied kifs to thare.

L ]

- Oft d1d the harveft to the fickle yield,
Their furrow oft the flubborn glebe has broke,
" How jocund did they drive their team afield!

How bow’d the woods beneath their fturdy firoke !
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Let not ambxtxomka their ufeﬁxl toil;

Their homely joys, and deﬁlny obfeure; ;-

Nor grandeur hear, ‘Wlﬁ’i a difdalnﬁﬂ fmlle,

The thort and ﬁmple ‘annals of the poor. <

The boaft of heraldry, the pomp of pow’r;
And all that beauty, all that wealth, e’er gave,
Await alike th’ inevitable hour: . -~ ...
The paths of glory lead but to t‘heg_cgrwe;f:

Nor you, ye proud; impute fo-thefe the fault, .

If mem’ry o’er their tombs no trophies raife,

Where, thro’ theglé):ngzdrawn aifle and fretted vault, .

The pealing anthem, {wells the note of praife. -

Can ftoried urn, or ammzxted buﬁ
Back to its manfion call the ﬁeetmg breath?
Can honor’s voice provoke the 4 lent duﬁ, o

Or ﬁatter, {footh the ﬁull cold ear of deathP
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Perhaps, in this negle&ed fpot is lald |

Some heart once pregnant W1th celeﬁzlal ﬁre, - | o
Hands, that the reins of emplre mlght have fWay d,, _» o
Or wak’d to ecftacy the hvmg lyre | |

But kndwledge to thefr &7es her ample phge,
Rich with the fpoils of tine; did'neer uiiroll;
Chill penury reprefs’d their nobfe rage, -

And froze the genial current of the foul.

Full many a gem, of ‘pﬁj’e"ﬁ’ﬁyufe@éﬂé, L
* The dark unfathom’d éaves f 0c8ars Bear’s
Full many a flower is born%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ,‘

 And wafte its fweetnefs on the defert air. -

Some village Hémpden; that ‘with dauntlefs breaft
The little tyrant of his fieldswithftood ; -

| ‘Some mute inglorious Miltohi- hete may e,
Some Cromwell, guiltiéfs of *his Ebﬁﬁtfy*s blood.
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Th’ applaufe of lif'ning fenates to command,
The threats of pain and ruin to defpife,
To featter plenty o’er a fmiling land,

And read their hift'ry in a nation’s eyes,

@

Their Tot forbad: nor circumferib’d alone

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin’'d;
Forbad to wade through flaughter to a throne,
And fhut the gates of mercy on mankind;

The ftruggling pangs of confcious truth to hide,
To quench the blufhes of ingenuons fhame,

Or heap the fhrine of luxury and pride

With incenfe kindled at the Mufe’s flame.

Far from the madding crowd’s ignoble ftrife,
Their {fober withes never learn’d to ftray;
Along the cool fequefter’d vale of life

- They kept the noifelefs tenor of their way.
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Yet even thefe bones from infult to protect,
Some frail memorial ftill ereGed nigh,

' 'With uncouth rhymes and fhépelefs fculpture deckt,
Implores the pafling tribute of a figh. |

Their name, their years, {pélt by the unletter'd Mufe
The place of fame and elegy fupply ;
And many a holy text around fthe firews,

That teach the ruﬁic moralift to die.

For who, to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey,

This pleafing anxious being e’er refign’d,
Left the warm precinéts of the cheerful dajr,
Nor caft one longing lingeriﬁg look behind ?

On {ome fond breaft the partirig foul relies ;
Some pious drops the clofing eye requires : - .
- Even from the tomb the voice of nature cries ;

Even in our afhes live their wonted fires.
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For thee;, who, mindful of th’ unhonbur’d deéd, o
Doft in thefe lines their artlefs tale relate ;
If chance, by lonely contemplation led,

Some kindred {pirit ihall inquire thy fate ;

Haply fome hoary-headed {wain may fay :
¢« Oft have we feen him, at the peep of dawn,
o« Brufhing with hafty fteps the -dews away, «

4¢ To meet the fun upon the*upland lawn.

* ¢ There, at the foot of yonder nod&ing beech, |
+That wr-eéthcs its old fantaftic roots fo high,

« His liftlefs length at noontide would he ftretch,
+ And pore upon the brook that bubbles by.

+ Him have we feen the greenwood fide along '

- 4« While ¢’er the heath we hied, our labour done,
¢ Oft as the woodlark pip’d her farewal-'fbng,

“ With wiftful eyes purfue the fetting fun.
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“ Hard by yon wood, now fmiling, as in {corn,
“ Mutt’ring his wayward fah‘ci‘es,’he- 'wou‘ld rove,
“ Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn,

« Or craz’d with care, or crof§'d in hopelefs love.

“ One morn, Imifs’d him on the cuftom’d hill,
“ Along the heath, and near his favourite tree :
¢ Another came; neor yét befide the rill,

“ Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood, was he.

¢ The next, with dirges due, in fad array,
¢ Slow through the church-way path we faw him borne.
“ Approach and read (for thou canft read) the lay,

« Graved on the fione, beneath yoh aged thorn.”
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"EPITAZP H

" Here refts his head, upon the lap of earth,
A 'youth to Fortune angd to Fame unknown =
Fair Science frown’d not on his ,humble birth ;

And Melancholy mark’d him for her own.

Large was his bounty, and his foul fincere;_
Heaven did a recompence as largely fend :
He gave to Mifery all he had, a tear, |
He gain’d from Heaven (’tﬁras all he wifh’d) a friend.

No farther feek his merits to difclofe,
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode,
(There they alike in trembling hope repofe)

The bofom of his Fatuer and his Gop.
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EPITAPHIUM
IN/EC(LJVI‘JESIyA BRISTOLIENSI

GRAECE REDDITUM.




EPITAPH ON MRS. MASON,

IN BRISTOL CATHEDRAL.

"T'AKE, holy Earth! all that my foul holds dear;
Take that beft gift which Heaven fo lately gave.
"To Briftol’s fount I bore with trembling care
Her faded form: fhe bow’d to tafte the wave
And died. Does Youth, does Beauty read the line?
Does fympathetic fear their breafts alarm?
‘Speak,  dead Maria! breathe a ftrain divine
Even from the grave thou fhalt have power to charm;
Bid them be chaﬁe, be innoceht like thee;
Bid them in duty’s {phere as meekly move,
‘And if {o fair, ‘from vanity as free;
As firm in friendfhip, and fincere in love;
“Tell them, though‘ tis an aweful thing to die,
"Twas €en to thee; yet, the dread path once trod,
Heaven lifts its everlafting portals high, |
And bids ¢ the Pure in heart behold their Gop.”
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